oo ‘”‘%FF*—Q@’I4EQQES Sl
o N ool
' S A - L

4 Ko T 2
s W WW.SEATOW.COM

W
Ay

- WAL SR -
LAl . PO
L
2 > iy % iU R | g o '1ﬁ7§:
| ) Fi 1 . > ¥ : > ¢ ; v | ony [ = ey
= | I ¥ { - L o oL e
St il A Sy A
Y T 6 L R - -
LAk

Annual Boating Safety Issue

Destination Bermuda Lol ot dsn Db bbbl fidvel

Kiteboarding ST ORI CAR-RT LOTHNE-01 1

. 999 102/18/93088
Meet John Ratagpberger AL

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

SEATOW INTL
PO BoX 1178
SOUTHOLD NY 11971-0958

o
L

e
o z==:::=:§;-;-nu-4"

e T

.'.‘b.' ’&'",u ’__A" [T‘M
=ﬂ%m%w$h

2

.




Imagine driving to the beach, jumping
in' the water and reaching speeds of 20
miles an hour without ever stepping onto
a boat. In kiteboarding, you can.

Kiteboarding is a relatively new sport to
the United States and is quickly picking
up steam with adrenaline junkies. It's the
first sport to combine high drag speeds
across the water with acrobat-like free-
dom’ without an engine; kiteboarding is
making waves in the world of extreme
SpOLTS.

Trip Forman, the co-founder of a nation-
wide instructional Kiteboarding company
called Real Kiteboarding, says the sport
first hit' the United' States in 1997. Since
then, participation in the sport has sky-
rocketed. In 2003, Real Kiteboarding
taught more than 3.000 individuals. This
pastsummer. enrollment doubledto'6.000
new: enthusiasts. Kiteboarders' range in
agefromieightto 705 with the majority of
the" clients being between 25 and 50,
About 70 percent of Real Kiteboarding
clientsiare male. Such statistics: make it
easy tolunderstand why kiteboarding has
quickly'evolvedfrom a sport for the hard=
core beach junkie to one in'which anyone
canl participate:

In kiteboarding, the rider’s feet are

sirappediintolalkiteboard’—"a'snowboard="

type board' madeitocut through'and across

water. A" harness,connected  tora kite,

Kiteboarding

Ride the surf, soar through the skies.....c..

works as the power source. pulling the
rider across the water. From the kite, four
lines extend down to a bar the rider uses to
manipulate the motion of the kite and
himself. This carefully crafted apparatus
gives the rider total control.

With improved teaching techniques and
continued growth in technology. getting
started in kiteboarding is easier than ever.
For beginners, the most important thing
needed is instruction. Even the best equip-
ment is useless if one doesn’t know how
to use it — safely. With Real Kiteboarding
and numerous other kiteboarding compa-
nies opening across the United States,
those new to the sport have many.options
to get the education needed.-# A\
for a safe, fun experi- ="
efnce. ’

LLocation acces-
sibility is' fueling
the sport'si popu-
larity. Favorable
conditions' for kite-
boarding — ‘winds! of
LO'knots or more — are
found in nearly every re-
gion’ of the country. Water
sportienthusiasts'can now find
kiteboarding facilities from the
shorestof Hawaii tol the bays'of e

New. York and everywhere inlbetween. & p
And while'many kiteboarders alsolenjoy
; wmdsurﬁng wakebaardmg, 5urﬁng and
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While the initial cost of kiteboarding is
high, the sport is worth the investment. In-
struction, an absolute necessity, will be
the first major cost incurred, The Zero to
Hero: three-day course offered at Real
Kiteboarding runs $895. Participants
learn all the basic skills of kiteboarding
and' graduate as safety-conscious. self
sufficient kiteboarders. Specific instruc-
tional programs average around $100 per
hour and vary in length and' skill levels.
As for gear, complete' rig packages in-
clude a kite with lines, bar, harmess, and
board, range between $500 and $3.000.
All said and done, newcomers can expect
to/break into the sport for about $2.000"
If-you're looking for one of the newest
developments: in adrenaline-rush thera-

py that lets you maintain control
and!push your personal limits,
kiteboarding could"be the
sport for you. Eor'more
information’ on' les-
sonstand tor seespic-
tures and video of this ™
exciting new. sport, -

g0 to www.realkite-
{boardingicom.
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